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The ac.cth name of the MLA (Wide Popular Self-Defense) is Mass Fopular Self- 
Defons: (Yards Ieaiki Aftoamyna), It is called Wide Self-Defense in order 
to disidnvish it fram the Narrow Self-Defense (Steni Aftoamyna), The word 
fefte-xnwii" was coined by Nicholas Zachariades, General Secretary of the 
KKE scd does not appear in the ordinary Greek vocabulary. 


The ().. wis the first wilitant organization created by the KE efter the 
Varkirc:, Arreement of February 1945. The first mention of a plan to create 
such i osganization was nade in a letter of Kostas Karageorges to the 

RKE Paldtjouve immediately after the msuecessful revolution of December 1944. 
In thie Iotter Karageorges stressed that the KKE must hide arms and keep 
trust’. members under cover for later use in forming armed groups in the 
eitie: aii mountains. These groups would be staffed by the best fighting 
membe . o* the EAM (National Liberation Front), The members would be placed 
firct jn MLA, and later the best fighters would be sent to the Narrow Self~ 
Defers. os to the Rebel Army led by Markos Vaphiades. 


Theres vere two reasons for the establishment of the MLA: 


a, Te ge cher together all the KKE sympathizers who were not actually 
mar bees, and former ELAS (National Popular Liberation Army) members. 


b. To hers an organized force to back up the KKE in ites attempts to justify 
ae Jogal or Illegal action of EAM, which would be opposed by extreme 
roraingeal rightist bands formed by the opposing political parties, 


In o uceech before the Twelfth Plemum of the KKE Central Committee in June 
1945, Vachariades stressed the "defensive" aspects of MLA, He stated that 
the ccpanization would be used to protect the people from the "“murdercus® 
rightist hands which were ravaging the country, and to resist a fascist 
coup dvetat, 

The ‘Ivelf*ch Plemm confirmed the words of Zachariades » aml in its decision 
spoke «learly for the establishment of the MLA by underlining especially _ 
that: 


a. ™h- mirderous terrorist activity of the right necessitates the immediate 
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i gailzation of an HLA to cope with it, Mon, women, children, the 
“015 democratic Greece will break the mailed fist of the fascist 
“rderers each time it is lifted against then. 


b. ‘che struggles of the worlcing people and of all the democratic world 
“; kans of strikes, mestings, demonstrations, closing of shops, funerals 
“< tie vietinms of fascisn, ete., are the chief democratic obligations, 
order to face the concrete murderous acts of the opposition. 


%. “he people's political strikes are today compulsory as a decisive 
“palar weapon to face more general and important fascist terrurist 
oo prussiong , 


a. “bs democratic world as a whole must be ready to defend its life end 
~~ Copase by all means every attempted fascist goup d'etat, The people 
 €% be vigilent." 


The 14 was organized as follows: 


&. ‘na lowest division ws the square or decomvirate (cell or bloek), which 
orted ina block of a district and had ten members, 


b. ‘v0, three or more Squares or decemvirates formed a section which ws re- 
“per:ible for a whole district, 


c. vue. tive or more sections comprised a sector, which acted in an area 
13 lorge as that of a KKE "achtida". Each "achtida® had parallel with 
» & sector, The MIA Sector Committee had to be composed of KKE mombers. 


a, ha etty MLA instrueted an entire city such as Athens, Piraeus and 
rloike, The divisions of MLA in Athens were instructed directly by 
ua othens MLA and indirectly by the "achtidas" and, on a lower level, 
ur the KOB's (Commmist Organization of the Base )1, 


7, There 21:0 existed a parallel organization in EPON (United Panhellenic Youth 


Orgast.2ai4on) which collaborated with the MIA sectors in order to eoordinate 

theiy activities, The role of the EPON Self-Defense was aa important as 

that =? the MLA, 

fae porpesea ef the MLA were the following « 

a. i rtewting the leftists (KKE, EAM, and EPON) of a district from attacks 
ty “lxpesponsibles of the right", and assaulting the rightists by counter- 
* tacks and beatings . ; 

b, (oarcing the committees which vent to protest to various authorities, 


e, (aréing the Groups which collected noney, posted propaganda bills, 
«1 tsed loudspoakers for broadcasting propaganda , 


ad. 


roing the groups which sold leftist hewspapers such ag Rizos stis, 
inerd Ellada, Kaisariani , tistasi, ete, . 


® (oarding the warLous offices of the KKE, EAM, and EPON, 


Y. “oyundaing arbitrary actions (beatings, murders ) against persons of the 
«es Lage political parties, : 


&. €ioosing the best fightins members of KKE to re-enforre the Narrow Self. 
Lt Cerse and the Rebel Army . 


with t16 First "Achtidat (workers), but it had the additional job of guard. 
ding stedkors and fighting strike-breakers. 
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“rat MLA Seetor ws divided, like the Mrst "Achtida", into trdes and 


"ts. Each trade had its own group within the WLa. The large fac-- 


®8, where hundreds and thousands worked, alan had their own MLA or- 
vec within the establishment 


fleventh and Twelfth "Achtidas", which vere instructed by the First 


stida®, did not form their own sector. Trsy placed their best Light- 
2 “emvers, which were very few, in sections of the First HLA Sector or 
“he sector of the arca in which they were living. The activity of the 


First "Aehtida" and the First MLA Sector was directed by the Labor Center 
of Athens. 
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1. MB coment, this provides an interesting contrast with the Narrow 


“e1."-Defense, which was directed by the KKE Folitburo rather than by 
locrl Commimist organizations. : 
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